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EECOMMENDATION. 



After carefiil examination, we give our willing approval to tlie publication of a new 
Book of Catholic Sacred Music, entitled “ The Memorare,” compiled and, in part, composed 
by Professor Anthony Werner, the organist and director in the choir of our Cathedral of the 
Holy Cross, and pubUshed by Oliver Ditson & Co., of Boston. 

The judicious selection of the pieces, their variety, and the purely religious character of 
the music, will, we doubt not, sufficiently commend the work to the public. 

f JOHN BEKNABI), Bishop of Boston. 

Boston , March 25, 1857. 






PBEFACE. 



In offering this new Music Book — The Memorare — to the Catholics of 
this countiy, the author feels desirous of making a few introductory remarks, in 
order to state his intentions in compiling it. 

There is much difficulty in procuring suitable music for the Catholic Church 
in this country. The great masterworks of Haydn, Mozart, Hummel, Beethoven, 
and Cherubini, and many of the sublime compositions of Palestrina, and others of 
his school, can be obtained ; but most of these are very difficult, and, generally, too 
long for ordinary occasions. There is, in Europe, an abundance of good music, 
which is neither too long nor too difficult, but this cannot easily be found in America. 

In most of the imported Catholic music the Soprano, Alto and Tenor parts 
are in the C clef, and as few singers in this country are accustomed to sing from 
this clef, these compositions are comparatively unavailable. 

If short Masses be obtained from the old libraries, many of them do not con- 
tain ali of the Gloria, or Credo, as most of them were composed for minor festivals, 
or such occasions, when, for the sake of brevity, a part of the sentences were omitted 
by the compoeers. Moreover, a large portion of this music was originally written 



with orchestral accompaniment To obtain other pieces, such as are suitable for the 
Graduale, the Offertory, or for the Hymn before Sermon, etc^ seems to be stili more 
difficult 

No one, who cares for the advancement of musical Science in America, can fail 
to observe, that much progress has been made in it of late years, and that a general 
des ire for excellence in this department of art prevails. As music enters largely into 
the divine Service, why should not every Catholic musician, who loves his art, find his 
greatest pride and pleasure in helping to make sacred music keep pace with the pro- 
gress of secular music ? Nay, why should he not make it his dearest object to have 
Music bring her best and noblest efforts to the honor and glory of God ? 

It is gratifying to know that the demand for better music in our choirs is great, 
and constantly increasing. In the musical library of the Cathedral of Holy Cross, 
we have a large collection of very good music, induding the Masses of Haydn, 
Beethoven, and others. Much of it existed until now, only in manuscript ; but by 
the kind permission of the Right Rev. Bishop of Boston, I was permitted to select 
such specimens of Church music, as appeared to me suitable for this book. 
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PREF ACE. 



M y first motive, in preparing this Collection of Catholic Music, was, to publish ! 
ocSj such music as would commend itself to all Catholics, as being of a devotional 
character. Perhaps some admirers of the modera Italian and French Schools, may 
flnd in this book few compositions of their favori te authors. But I would remind 
ttm» that a great part of the music of thoee schools is composed in a profane style, 
and far more suitable for the.theatre than for the clmrch. (The impropriety of 
ttcraogki^ real Opera music to sacred words for the purpose of singing it in the 
Church, is too evident to need any proof.) I may be told, that, if sacred words be 
sung, the music may be of a profane or woridly character. I would refer the objector 
to the Council of Trent, which in the 22d session, in the Decretum de observandis et 
evitadis in celebratione Missae , issued the folio wing Rule : “ The Bishops shall, in 
their Dioceses banish att such. music from the churches, in which, either through the 
organ or through the singing, anything lascivious or impure be mingled, so that the 
House of God may truly appear a house of prayer, and may be called such indeed.” 

Here, then, is high authority; enough to pro ve that we must not be indifferent 
to what kind of music we are to perform in the Church. 

It is, also, well known, that, after the happy terminntion of the Council, Pope 
Pius the Fourth created a Congregation of eight Cardinals, to see that the Decrees 
of the Council should be executed, and that St. Charles Borromeo and Cardinal 
Vitellozzi were appointed to inquire into the propriety of retaining u figurative music ” 
in the Churches, or of having the Gregorian chant only. Palestrina was then 
requested to compose a Mass in a truly sacred style, and, therefore, suggestive of no 
other than holy thoughts. He composed three Masses, which were sung in the 
presence of the above named Congregation of eight Cardinals, and they were so well 
gatisfied with the music, particularly with the Third Mass, since known by the name 
of Missa Papae Marcelli, that they unanimously resolved not to expel u figurative 
music” from the choirs. But they decreed that all such music shall be thereafter 
composed in accordance with the principies of the prototype given by Palestrina. 

And here it may be asked, why the sublime compositions of Palestrina, and of 
other great men who wrote in his style, are so little used, and, to most people, scarcely 
known even by name ? Alas, the greatest hindrance to their introduction is, that 
▼eiy few singers capable of executing them can be found. With all our great and 
boasted progress in music, we must own that they are too difficult for us, and that few 
are able even to sing the notes correctly, much less to enter into the sentiment of the 
music. It cannot be expected that, in every choir, the singers or players should be 
able to perform music of the most difficult and scientific nature, and it must be admitted 
that much of reaRy sacred music, although greatly modified and widely different to 
that of Palestrina, has been composed in later times. 

Another disdnguishing feature of this book will be, that all the music, a very 
few pieces excepted, is new, having never been published before in this country. 
New music is wanted in a new book for Catholic choirs, — not such as has been for 
years familiar to Catholic singers. It will not displease then to find, that, in buying 
my book, they have not bought an old book under a new name ! Hence, the reader 
w&l find no Gregorian music in the Memorare. Not that I yield to any one in love 
for the sublime chant in which the Church of God has been pleased, for ages, to give 
utterance to her prayer. It is well known that choirs are well supplied with books 
containing Gregorian chants, sufficient to meet their wants for years to come. 

In the first two Masses, in this book, I have taken the liberty to make some few 



| alterations, in order to make them complete, as they were short Masses. In the Mass 
by Witzka, the music from the Bass solo in the Gloria, “ Gratias ,” to the beginning 
of the Quoniam , is mine. So is, also, the Et in Spiritum , (Tenor solo,) in the Credo. 
What was deficient in the words of the Mass by F. X. Schmidt, I supplied from 
another Mass by the same composer, and arranged it so as to have the sentences 
complete. The Mass in C, I composed, for Soprano and Alto only, for the boys of 
the House of the Angel Guardian in Boston, and hope it will be found useful in this 
form. Subsequently, I added a Tenor and a Bass part for the use of full choirs. It 
can, of course, be sung in three parts, without the Tenor. The short Mass by Stocklin 
was composed, originally, for three parts, the addition of a Tenor part by me, without 
any other alteration, will, I hope, be found an improvement. 

To the music of the Haec Dies , Soprano solo, page 143, 1 arranged the words, 
“0 Saltitaris ” in order to make the piece useful throughout the year, as the first can 
only be sung during Easter week. I have arranged an Alto part for the “ 0 Salutaris ” 
page 141 ; “ Salve Regina,” by Zimmers, page 230, and for the “ Tantum ergo ” page 
238, — which pieces can be sung in three parts without Alto. I have made these 
additional parts because music in four parts is much more rich and solemn than in two 
or three parts only. Solos, Duetts, and similar pieces, should not be used too 
frequently, as they might easily give occasion for the exhibition of personal skill, 
rather than of piety. They can of course if sung properly, and with religious feeling 
and expression, be an aid to devotion, both in the singers and in the hearers. One of 
the most beautiful compositions of this kind is, without doubt, the Ave Maria by 
Cherubini, page 183. 

The Miscellaneous pieces following the Masses will, I trust, be found acceptable. 
It was more difficult to collect these than even the Masses. 

To bring variety into the Evening Service, musical, or figured Vespers are sung 
in Europe, and I introduced them into the Service of the Cathedral in Boston, sevend 
years ago, with some success. They add greatly to the solemnity of the Service on 
high festivals, and as few of them are known and used in America, I thought it would 
be well to have one set of them in this book. 

A brief explanation of the title of the book, may not be out of place here. At 
first sight it may appear' strange that a music-book should be called afler a prayer. 
Nevertheless, this book is to be used in the Church, where all singing that is not also 
praying, is out of place. The true performer of sacred music utters an act of faith, 
hope, love, contrition, desire, thanksgiving, or praise. The “ Memorare ” of St. 
Bernard, is a prayer dear to every Catholic heart. So the very title of this book 
will serve to remind the performers of the place where they are, of the office which 
they fili, and of the spirit in which they should do their work. Moreover, it is not 
an innovation. There are now in the hands of the public several books — few, if any 
of them, musical however — whose tities were suggested by some remarkable piece 
in the visVme. The Memorare will be found, adapted to sweet music, on page 174 
of this I trust that it will be sung often in the sanctuary, as well as in family 

circles. 

May the Mother of God remember, that, in devotion to her, I called this book 
The “ Memorare !” May she accept the offering, and bless it ! that, under her 
patronage, it may do good ! Then will the intentions of the Author be fulfilled. 

ANTIIONY WERNER. 
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